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A rich past



The Broel Towers are Kortrijk’s ultimate tourism landmark. Every 
visitor takes a photograph with the Towers in the background. 

One of the oldest - a glass negative - dates back to the 1860s and 
was taken by Alberic Goethals. The sharpness of his photographs 
is astonishing. The fact that two images appear side by side 
indicates the use of a camera with double lenses. You can even 
view this stereo photograph in 3D using a stereoscope. 



The robust medieval towers, which rise up from both sides of the Leie in Kortrijk, 
form the tourism centre of the city. They have perhaps been photographed a 
hundred thousand times from the Leie Bridge. There has never been such a good 
view of them following the comprehensive restoration and work to lower the 
quay walls. 

But what is the story behind these two stunning, round Broel Towers? Why were 
they built on this particular spot? Why are there two of them? What history have 
the proud twin towers been part of and are they indeed as brave and strong as 
they look? 

Kortrijk’s 
Broel towers
 A RICH PAST 







Perilous Kortrijk

Flemish Count Louis II

The information we have of Kortrijk’s earliest history is rather sketchy. The 
Romans referred to a small settlement on the Leie as Cortoriacum. The 
Normans once set up camp here. Kortrijk acquired important city rights and 
developed a flourishing economy. The site was gradually reinforced and a 
castle was built. 

However, during the 14th century things took a 
turn for the worse.
In 1302, during the Battle of the Golden Spurs, the Flemish claimed victory 
against the French. The stake was the royal castle, where a French garrison 
found itself in a fix. This event was followed by a number of riots and 
disasters in 1313-1314, 1325, 1328 and 1340. Meanwhile, the Hundred Years’ 
War had broken out between England and France and the Black Death 
claimed many lives in Europe. In a nutshell: peril reigned.

How could Kortrijk defend itself from all these 
external threats? 
By improving the city’s ramparts and building a wall around it. In 1353, the 
Flemish Count Louis II issued legal authorisation (= License to crenellate) 
to build city fortifications. This count ruled over Flanders with an iron fist for 
almost 40 years, but his power waned at the end. What’s more he shared in 
the blows of the conflict between England and France. The people of Ghent, 
with Philip van Artevelde as their leader, chose the side of the English and 
revolted. Kortrijk joined in. The count was only able to endure by enlisting 
the help of the French army. The reckoning took place in 1382, during the 
Battle of Roosebeke, where Artevelde perished. Afterwards the French 
troops headed to Kortrijk to plunder and set the city ablaze. Little progress 
had been made with regard to the fortifications planned in 1353. In any case 
they did not actually stop anything or anyone. The French King Charles VI, 
not yet 14 years old, gave the order to wipe the city off the map in an act of 
revenge for ‘le désastre de Courtrai’ or, the humiliation of 1302. 



A layer of charred earth was discovered at a certain depth during 
excavations in the béguinage: a remnant of the devastating fire. 

The year 1382 was one of the darkest in the 
city’s history. 

When Louis II died in 1384, he left just one daughter behind, Margaret III 
of Flanders. In 1369, she had married Philip the Bold, Count of Burgundy 
and brother/uncle of the French king. He became the new man of power 
in Flanders. Philip ended the conflict with Ghent and restored Kortrijk’s 
privileges. Work to rebuild the city could thus begin. Restoration work was 
carried out on St. Martin’s Church and the Church of Our Lady as well as the 
Counts’ Chapel; a new castle was built (today: Kasteelkaai) and the city’s 
fortifications constituted the main priority. The danger originated from 
Ghent and via the Leie, so this eastern point needed additional security.  

This is exactly where the Broel Towers  
were built.  
They represented the final element in Kortrijk’s ramparts and city wall. 
Moreover, the way in which warfare was conducted had now changed 
dramatically. Stone-throwing machines and crossbows had made way 
for cannons and small firearms. You had to build thick walls without any 
vulnerable corners to combat the use of gunpowder. And you also had to 
install your own cannons. 

A strategic Position

Margaret III of Flanders and Philip the Bold



Top left: Map by Jacob Van Deventer, ca 1570 
Top right: Burgundian castle, 17th century 
Bottom left: Map by Antonius Sanderus, ca 1641 
Bottom right: Leiepoort, early 19th century



Construction of the southern tower - ca 1385
Of course, building ramparts around the city with a moat, 
featuring several gates serving as access points (see map by 
Jacob Van Deventer) was nothing new. The Doorniksepoort 
and the Rijselsepoort were targeted on the eve of the Battle 
of the Golden Spurs. The moat that enclosed the south of the 
city was fed, for example, with water from the Pottelberg. At 
the Kannunikpoort, near the Church of Our Lady, there was 
a lake, a water mill and a lock system to maintain the water 
level in the moat. At the point where the moat ran into the 
Leie, the construction of the Southern Broel Tower or blue 
tower now began (side of Guido Gezellestraat). The earliest 
mention of it dates back to 1385. In principle its construction 
could have already begun before the disastrous year of 
1382, but not before 1353, the date of the count’s seal. The 
works promised to be impressive. In 1392, skipper Jan Terrine 
transported a load of 21,000 bricks. Only the bottom section 
of this tower, in dark grey Tournai limestone, dates back to 
the late 14th century.

Construction of the northern tower - ca 1411  
Construction of the ramparts for the northern part of Kortrijk 
already began in the 14th century. This moat was nicknamed 
Klein Leyken and Vuyl Leyken. The intervention provided 
more security for the site of the hospital and necessitated 
the construction of the Leiepoort. This moat was completed 
at the end of the century. The Northern Broel Tower, or grey 
tower, (Broelkaai side) was built at the place where the 
northern ramparts met the Leie. Excavation and masonry 
work were already carried out in 1401 and 1404. Moreover, 
there was immediately talk of building a bridge between the 
grey and blue towers. Duke John the Fearless, son of Philip 
the Bold, gave the green light for the work to begin in April 
1411. The appointment of master builders Hendrik Heubins 
and Simoen van Assche followed and things moved quickly, 
after all, these men certainly knew their craft. 

Heubins, who came from Sluis, was already working on 
fortifications in Sluis and in Vilvoorde. In Kortrijk he worked 
on the Burgundian castle and on the Leiepoort too. Besides 
that of the northern Broel Tower, Van Assche, a Ghent local, 
also ran other construction sites in Ghent and in Kortrijk, 
including the expansion of St. Martin’s Church in 1414-
1415. Master carpenter Jan Cantecleer was paid for the 
wooden structures for the vaulted ceiling and windows in 
1412-1413. Willem Quisthout installed dripstones in 1413. In 
the 15th century the new, northern tower was also called 
the ‘Inghelborchtoren’. Note that: the original floor of the 
northern tower was approximately 65 cm lower at the time 
than it is now. 

Reconstruction of the southern tower - ca 1446  
Based on the city accounts there was a third construction 
phase around 1446-1447. It concerns the Southern Broel 
Tower being partially demolished and rebuilt, so it was 
consistent with the tower on the other side. Jan Pauwels 
worked on the embrasures for the cannons. Master 
carpenter Jan vander Lodderine created a wooden structure 
for the masonry of the first vault and was responsible for 
the windows and the roof turret. Money was spent on sand, 
clay, lime, bricks, natural stone and so on. Most materials 
were transported by ship. The name of a master builder is 
mentioned here too. Gillis Pauwels from Brussels. Pauwels 
was employed by Duke Philip the Good, son of John the 
Fearless, and apart from those in Kortrijk, monitored works 
in Leuven and in Middelburg. The same Philip the Good 
issued another license to crenellate in 1451, for completion 
of the city walls and towers. The rebuilt southern tower was 
rechristened: Saint Andrew’s Tower. During work to finish 
the tower, a Saint Andrew’s Cross was placed on the top. The 
name Speietoren or Spyetoren sometimes also crops up, 
such as on the map by Sanderus from 1641. 

Getting down to work



No wimps
The three major construction periods of the 
Broel Towers are consistent with the rule 
of three generations of Burgundian dukes: 
Philip the Bold, John the Fearless and Philip 
the Good. Who were they and what typifies 
their era?   

Philip the Bold (1342-1404) 
He comes across as exceptionally bold and brave, but 
ruthless and wasteful at the same time. At the age of 14 he 
had managed to save his father’s life on the battlefield at 
Poitiers. Yet both men were taken prisoner and spent four 
years in English captivity. Once home after payment of a 
huge ransom it was time to choose a wife. He chose the 
heiress of wealthy Flanders: Margaret III. Once the earldom 
was in his name, the sky was the limit. The couple’s 
luxurious court equalled that of the French kings. 

Philip and Margaret had seven children and genuinely 
appeared to have loved each other. The walls of their 
bedroom were decorated with the letters M (Margaret) 
and P (Philip). The duke proved to be an energetic ruler 
and diplomat, with a passion for construction. He laid the 
first stone of the Paris Bastille in 1370! During his rule, 
the Southern Broel Tower, the Burgundian castle and the 
fortified Leiepoort were built in Kortrijk. However, in the 
painful year of 1382 he acquiesced to the city’s destruction... 

Philip the Bold was not only a spendthrift when it came 
to ransom money, the court and construction projects. 
Farming out his many children also cost a fortune. Daughter 
Margaret was barely three years old when she was married 
off! The Duke died from a terrible bout of flu in 1404. He was 
succeeded by his oldest son. 

John the Fearless (1371-1419)  
He married with great pomp and splendour in 1385, the 
same year in which we discover the earliest mention of the 
grey tower in Kortrijk. While his father Philip established 
a solid foundation for the ducal power, his son John ran 
into trouble with the French King’s family. King Charles VI, 
who had Kortrijk set ablaze in 1382, had a very unstable 
personality and suffered from hallucinations. This led 
to speculation on who would take over his power. His 
handsome younger brother, Louis I of Orleans, was highly 
ambitious and had his sights set on the regency, but it 
was also coveted by the family branch of the Burgundian 
dukes. The whole issue boiled over when Louis I of Orleans 
was murdered the evening of 23 November 1407 on the 
streets of Paris. Everyone believed John the Fearless was 
the instigator and this appeared to be true. He tenaciously 
defended himself, profiled himself as a ruler in the 
weakened state of France and still attempted to make 
peace, but to no avail. The Duke was brutally murdered on 
10 September 1419. 

John the Fearless gave Kortrijk permission to build the 
Northern Broel Tower, or grey tower, in April 1411. Due to his 
countless enemies, a solid defence of the cities in his duchy 
took greater priority than ever. Wealthy Flanders had to be 
further spared from enemy capture, because it supplied 
more than half of the ducal revenues. In Flanders John the 
Fearless revealed himself to be a skilled political leader and 
a man of conciliation. He regularly stayed in Ghent and even 
spoke ‘Diets’, which was not that easy for a Burgundian to 
do. 



Philip the Good (1396-1467) 
Totally unexpectedly, he took over the reigns from his father, John 
the Fearless, at the age of 23. He ruled the duchy for almost 50 years! 
Burgundian ducal power reached its pinnacle in circa 1446, during the 
reconstruction of the Southern Broel Tower. At the time Philip was 
already married to his third wife, Isabella of Portugal. She ran a court 
comprising at least 300 people. Isabella regularly acted on the Duke’s 
behalf with regard to diplomatic, financial and other administrative 
matters. She was a true ‘grande dame’, educated in mathematics, 
physics, was proficient at horse riding and hunting. Besides 
Portuguese she spoke Latin, French, English and Italian. Her marriage 
to Philip in 1430 was extremely lavish and above all, she already 
produced a male heir in 1433: the later Duke Charles the Bold. 

Philip the Good had managed to extricate himself from the enemy 
hornet’s nest in which his father had become embroiled, by making 
peace with the English, as well as the French. To achieve this he 
used a cunning arranged marriage as the main device. He enjoyed 
considerably more success with women than he did on the battlefield. 
He ‘produced’ around 26 bastard children with 33 mistresses. This was 
not unusual at the time. The Bishop of Liège fathered 60... 

The Duke’s court comprised over 660 people and was an influential 
community that bathed in luxury and wealth. Music, art, hunting 
parties, tournaments, banquets, dances, everything was provided to 
please the Duke and his courtiers. There was even a ‘king of fornication’ 
to enforce order in all sorts of games, adultery, lust and prostitution. 

Meanwhile the Lille court of audit brought in enough money and 
the Order of the Golden Fleece kept the aristocrat under control. 
As a master builder, among other things, Philip had the Castle of 
Coudenberg built in Brussels, where he usually resided. His master 
builders also worked in Lille, Bruges, Leuven, Dijon and Ghent. In short, 
the works of 1446 on the Southern Broel Tower were totally consistent 
with the opulence of Burgundian life. 

Philip the Bold

John the Fearless Philip the Good





In addition to their impressive height (both towers are ca 
13 m high), stunning white natural stone, robust rounded 
form (northern Ø 13.7 m and southern Ø 12.8 m), and the 
slate pointed roofs, the most important feature of the Broel 
Towers is their uninterrupted corbel: both towers display 
a row of corbels or three-part brackets at approximately 
2/3 of their height. These support the external walls of the 
towers’ top floor. 

The corbel mirrors a defence system that is operated 
inside, on the second floor. Above every three corbels was 
an opening or murder-hole (see the photo), through which 
attackers that ventured (too) close could be targeted with 
projectiles (e.g. stones), liquids (e.g. boiling oil) or small 
firearms. 

This technique to repel enemies is beautifully demonstrated 
here in a 15th century design, but is not unicum. 
Machicolations - as this defence system was called - were 
common in medieval fortifications and stone constructions, 
already in the 14th century. Previously there were also 
‘chemins de ronde’ or patrol paths in wood, with the same 
function. Later, when they no longer served any defence-
related purpose, the elegant stone corbels were still often 
incorporated to embellish towers and castles. 

Gaps in the corbels are visible from the outside. Thanks to 
the most recent restoration work, a few of the murder-holes 
were exposed on the top floor of the northern tower. 

Towers adorned with a collar

A white cloak 

The appearance of the Kortrijk Broel Towers is determined by 
the elegant white stone from which they are built. It is natural 
stone, quarried in Gobertange or Gobertingen, a small village 
in the centre of Belgium, just below the language border, in 
the Municipality of Geldenaken. 

Sandstone containing lime (= white) has been quarried here 
for many centuries. The construction of famous buildings 
such as the Cloth Hall in Ypres, Brussels City Hall and St. 
Rumbold’s Cathedral in Mechelen all began in Gobertange. 

The bottom of the Southern Broel Tower is the only 
exception: it is built from blue Tournai stone. 

The arrow slits, edging and machicolations are finished with 
Lede sandy limestone, from Affligem, Zaventem and Diegem. 

For centuries, the towers’ appearance had been dark and grey 
but the latest restoration work revealed their original fine, 
light colour. 
The outside of the towers was gently cleaned with a 
specialist water spraying technique that had the desired 
effect on the white limestone, which was also sanded down. 
This also exposed the original condition of the pointing. 



The Broel Towers appear very similar, not only in terms of 
their appearance, but also qua function. On the top floor there 
were murder-holes or machicolations between the corbels 
to safeguard the immediate vicinity of the towers. The lower 
floors were used to defend against invaders from the water. 
For this purpose the thick walls (ca 265 cm) of both towers 
each contain four arrow slits. From inside, these are fairly 
large recesses in the walls, which provide space for installing 
and handling the artillery. On the outside you only see the 
murder-hole. It is striking that the holes in the northern tower 
are in the shape of a cross (see photos 1 & and 2), while they 
form a circular opening in the southern tower (see photos 3 
and 4). 

The intention was for the gunners in the tower to have enough 
of a view to aim, but still remain out of shot. Shooters aimed 
extra arrows or small firearms at the enemy through the slits 
while the cannon was being reloaded. Do not underestimate 
the ingenuity of the medieval artillerymen. They had the entire 
breadth of the Leie in their sights, including the banks and 
vicinity of the bridge. 

The use of firearms only increased during the 15th and 16th 
centuries. There were different types of cannons and bullets. 
A great deal of this kind of gear was discovered in the nearby 
artillery tower, where gunpowder was also stored. 

Big Guns

Disguised heads 

A number of 15th century 
architectural gems have been 
preserved, in addition to the 
cannon slots, in the interior of 
the lower floor of the Northern 
Broel Tower. 

Stone ribs divide the vault into 
eight sections and converge at a 
capstone at the top, decorated 
with a bearded savage bearing 
his teeth. Remarkable faces 
are sculpted in the corbels or 
support stones at places where 
the vault ribs meet the wall. 



1 2 3 4



kaart Le Poivre - 1580



We can only admire the actual appearance of the Broel 
Towers from drawings and maps as of the end of the 16th 
century. The pictures confirm one element that had not 
emerged until this time: the presence of sluices under the 
Broel Bridge. From a hut on the bridge heavy wooden beams 
could be lowered to control the water level in the city moat 
in relation to the Leie. Together with the installations at the 
Kanunnikpoort and a watermill at the Leiepoort, Kortrijk 
possessed an ingenious system for regulating water 
management. The city accounts reveal that a substantial 
sum of money was devoted to this endeavour. 

Moreover, in the pictures both towers are consistently 
displayed with a roof incorporating roof windows. This is not 
as straightforward as it may seem. Many medieval fortified 
towers were not roofed in this way. However, it is assumed 
that the Broel Towers have always had a cone-shaped roof 
construction. The roof windows served as extra lookout 
posts. During the most recent restoration work the two roof 
structures were fully renovated and fitted with completely 
new natural shingles. 

The support structure under the pointed roof of the Northern 
Broel Tower is highly impressive. 

Sluices and roofs





On guard and at ease
Until now we have explored the functions of the ground 
floors (artillery, 1) and the top floors (murder-holes, 3) of 
the towers. 
But what happened on the floor in between (2)?  

1

2

3

This is where the soldiers performed guard 
duty and could rest. They also took turns 
to patrol the city walls. A doorway that 
has been preserved in the Northern Broel 
Tower indicates this potential passageway. 
One such corridor would also have existed 
in the Southern Broel Tower. 

Let us return to the roof structure. In certain 
paintings and drawings a tall brick chimney is 
visible on the roof (see photo below). It points 
to the presence of a hearth and of sentries, 
who came to warm themselves by the fire. 

Fire was also used on the other floors: to 
light the fuses to the gunpowder in the 
cannons or to boil oil. 

And what else, apart from heating, is 
indispensable for people that have to sit still 
in the same place for long periods of time? 
That’s right, a toilet. A fairly monumental 
outdoor latrine is built into the outside wall 
of the southern tower and the northern 
tower has a drainage system. After the most 
recent restoration work the Broel Towers still 
have a few old latrines, on different floors. 

Unknown artist - ca. 1700



Maintenance of the large towers gradually started to cost a 
substantial amount of money. Roofs, windows, beams, nails etc. 
there was always something that needed paying. The expansion 
of the city meant that as of the 17th century the towers lost their 
strategic significance. They served as dovecots, grain depots, 
and storage sites for gunpowder, straw, meat, wood or lime. 
This was arranged through lease contracts, so that the towers 
would still generate some income for the city. In 1642-43 French 
soldiers were locked in the northern tower for a while. 

The wars with France heralded a new period of doom and 
gloom. After Kortrijk was captured in 1667, a strong army 
remained behind, led by the French high bailiff and military 
governor Guy de Pertuis. During this period (1647-1684) 
Kortrijk had an enormous military citadel to the east of the 
city, near the Gentsepoort. 
The Sun King Louis XIV arrived in Kortrijk in 1673 to inspect 

his troops. An army of ca 46,000 French soldiers remained in 
the area. At the time, Kortrijk, like Oudenaarde, was extremely 
important as a border town. Governor Guy de Pertuis kept the 
place firmly under control and was rewarded with a fine gift 
for doing so: the former city ramparts and towers between 
Sint-Janspoort and Buda. He sold a significant part of this zone 
to the Hospital of Our Lady, the Order of Friars Minor Capuchin 
monastery, the Béguinage and the Grey Sisters. 
This can be regarded as a major clean-up operation, because 
the moats had fallen into disuse and transformed into putrid 
pools full of vermin. The Broel Towers were also viewed in the 
same light. Why not blow up the towers and sell the stone? 
In 1678, the city paid quite a sum to prevent their demolition. 
Destroying the large structures had not been an empty 
threat. When, in 1684, the French ruled Kortrijk once more, the 
Burgundian castle and the citadel were struck. Nevertheless, 
the Broel Towers were spared. 

Almost sold

Saint on the bridge
Who is the saint on the bridge, nursing a crucifix as though it 
were a baby and wearing a halo depicting five stars? It is John 
of Nepomuk, a Czech priest that was thrown into the waters of 
the Vltava in Prague in 1393. With his hands and feet bound and 
mouth forced open with a piece of wood his chances of survival 
were zero. How was it possible for things to go so far? What 
was this man’s crime? 

He collided with King Wenceslas IV of Bohemia when he 
appointed a different abbot in Kladruby from the one chosen by 
the king. It actually concerned a deeply rooted conflict between 
spiritual and secular power. According to the legend, most of all 
John did not want to reveal what the queen had confessed to him. 

In short, he unwaveringly defended his faith. When his grave 
in the Cathedral of Prague was opened in 1719 - his tongue 
appeared to still be intact! - he was quickly canonised and his 
image emerged everywhere, usually near a river, given his fate 
as a drowning man and martyr. 

Nepomuk’s statue has stood in Kortrijk since 1749: first on the 
Leie Bridge and then on the Broelkaai, then to its final resting 
place on the Broel Bridge. The current statue was sculpted by 
Georges Vandevoorde in 1960. The saint wears a hat (headdress), 
a cassock (long gown) and mozzetta (cape), representing his 
spiritual status. The stars refer to the legend that Mary, Mother 
of God, showered his corpse with stars from her halo. 
 







Major restoration work
From 1860 to 1880 Kortrijk underwent another period 
of major construction work. St. Martin’s Church, which 
was burned down in 1862 by a lightning strike, had to be 
rebuilt, and the town hall was the subject of significant 
embellishment work, including the resulting wall paintings 
by Guffens and Swerts. The Broel Towers were also 
completely refurbished. They were directly fitted with a 
lightning rod. 

City architect Leopold De Geyne had the towers restored 
and ensured they were useful again from a practical 
perspective. Between 1873 and 1877, the roofs, stairs, 
floor, doors and windows were renovated. This was at the 
expense of a number of original elements. Some murder-
holes and alcoves disappeared behind new masonry work. 
Many bricks in the external walls needed replacing. Vast 
loads arrived by rail from several stone quarries in Brabant 
(Gobertange) and in Wallonia (Tournai, Vaux). Moreover, the 
towers acquired a modern innovation: electricity. 

The southern tower received new hearths and floors and 
a second entrance door, which could be reached via an 
external staircase. The renewed southern tower offered 
room for a museum of antiquities and was painted in neo-
Gothic motifs, which was all the rage at the time. 

A fragment of these motifs has been exposed on the first 
floor. The painted joints that you can see everywhere refer 
to the neo-Gothic. The wooden corbels are decorated with 
Kortrijk’s coat of arms. 

The impressive attic floor is almost 6 m high and has eight 
cuspate wall surfaces, in which four separate three pointed 
arched windows are integrated between slim flanking 
columns. They are consistent with the four points of the 
compass and each have a different colour, an idea of the 
contemporary German glass artist Udo Zembok. This hall, 
with lots of wood, was in a very poor state before the latest 
restoration work. 



After centuries of being preserved, during the 20th century 
the Broel Towers risked being lost once again. The hostilities 
during the two World Wars led to the Broel Bridge being 
blown up in 1918, and in 1940, causing considerable damage 
to the towers. 

Roofs and windows were largely destroyed and the external 
walls displayed multiple cracks. The southern tower suffered 
particularly badly but fortunately most of the thick walls endured. 
Restoration work followed and naturally the Broel Bridge had 
to be repeatedly rebuilt.

Almost destroyed

While the German troops were still 
trying to defend Kortrijk in October 
1918, nobody could predict that the 
armistice would become reality on 11 
November 1918. 

Before they retreated all the strategic 
bridges across the Leie had to be 
destroyed to keep the Allies at a 
distance.  Marguerite Ghyoot, hiding 
in the basement of her house on 

Handboogstraat, experienced
the events, trembling with fear. Her 
diary contains drawings of the Broel 
Towers, with, and without, the Broel 
Bridge.

Diary

Tuesday 15 October 1918. 
At 5.15 p.m. and 5.30 p.m. the city shakes to its 
very foundations. Glass panes shatter and ceilings 
collapse. Gas and electricity are cut off. It’s the 
Germans blowing up the bridges. The iron bridge 
at Beheerstraat needed a big charge. But the Broel 
Bridge stands firm. 

Wednesday 16 October 1918. 
A second charge of 750 kg of explosives goes off at 
6.15 a.m. The Broel Bridge has now been raised to 
the ground and there is a deep crack in the Southern 
Broel Tower. Overleie is now completely isolated from 
the city. 



Restoration of the Kortrijk Broel Towers was completed in 
2013 and was carried out with the utmost respect for the 
archaeological material, taking their new purpose and easy 
maintenance into account. Qua interior, the northern tower 
has largely retained its medieval and military character. 
With regard to the southern tower the restoration of the 
neo-Gothic stylistic elements provides lasting evidence of 
how historical heritage was managed in the 19th century. 

The lowered quays of the River Leie make the view of the 

Broel Towers complete. The basic idea was to expand the 
space around the Leie to create a recreational, convivial 
location for walking and having fun. Work to achieve this 
began in 2017 and was completed at the end of March 2018. 

As of 2018, the quay walls of the Broelkaai and the 
Verzetskaai have been removed and replaced with a series of 
steps sloping down to the water. 
This means that the view of the Towers has never been 
better and the area invites you to admire their every detail. 

And now, enjoy!
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· For guided tours or other tourist information: www.toerismekortrijk.be

· You can rent out the Broel Towers for lots of different activities: exhibitions, meetings, 
or even your baby shower.  
For more info send an e-mail to event-huis@kortrijk.be.




